
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the Health and Adult Social Care and 
Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on Thursday, 15th 

April, 2021

PRESENT

Councillor L Wardlaw (Chair)
Councillor A Moran (Vice-Chair)

Councillors S Brookfield, J Clowes, A Critchley, D Edwardes, B Evans, 
S Gardiner, D Murphy, J Parry, P Redstone, R Vernon, J  Weatherill and 
N Wylie

PORTFOLIO HOLDERS IN ATTENDANCE

Councillor Marilyn Houston, Deputy Portfolio Holder for Adult Social Care & 
Health
Councillor Jill Rhodes, Portfolio Holder for Public Health and Corporate 
Services

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE
Jill Broomhall, Director of Adult Social Care
Madeleine Lowry, Associate Director of Operations (Cheshire and Wirral 
Partnership NHS Foundation Trust)
James Sumner, Chief Executive (Mid Cheshire NHS Hospitals Foundation 
Trust)* 
Dr Matt Tyrer, Director of Public Health
Alan Yates, Chair (Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership)**

* Attended for Minute No. 99 only
** Attended for Minute No. 100 only

94 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

No apologies for absence were received.

95 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED – 

That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 4 March 2021, be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

96 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.



97 DECLARATION OF PARTY WHIP 

There were no declarations of a party whip.

98 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION 

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak.

99 LEIGHTON HOSPITAL REDEVELOPMENT PLANS 

The committee considered a presentation on the Leighton Hospital 
Redevelopment Master Plan, which provided an overview of the major 
financial and resource challenges faced by the Mid-Cheshire Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust to upkeep and maintain the current hospital 
buildings, and the positive case for the proposed new development.

Members were advised that the government, in addition to the original 
promise of 40 new hospitals, had notified that a further bidding process for 
another 8 hospitals would be undertaken; Mid-Cheshire Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust would be bidding for Leighton Hospital to be one of 
these.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to; 

 the clear long term benefits that the new proposed design would 
achieve for patients, staff and residents;

 what extent the proposed development would improve efficiencies 
within services, reduce patient waiting times, and improve overall 
patient care and wellbeing;

 whether the design proposals had taken into account future 
population growth and other potential changes in the future 
healthcare needs and demands of the local population;

 the Trust’s relatively new A&E Department facility and how this 
would be used within the new hospital site; and

 that it would be beneficial if the Trust secured support and 
commitment from Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS 
Foundation Trust – as the main provider of mental health services 
in Cheshire East – on the design implications for service users 
with mental health and wellbeing issues, learning disabilities 
and/or other sensory conditions. 

RESOLVED – 

That the committee support and endorse the proposed Leighton Hospital 
Redevelopment Masterplan, and a formal letter of support be provided by 
the committee to Mr J Sumner to confirm this in writing.

100 UPDATE ON CHESHIRE AND MERSEYSIDE INTEGRATED 
CARE SYSTEM 



The committee received an update on the development of the Cheshire 
and Merseyside Integrated Care System, legislated by government to 
come into effect from April 2022.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 concerns about the benefits and effectiveness of the Integrated 
Care System format, compared to the present set up and 
management of health authorities;

 concerns about the fairness and equity of the funding to be 
distributed between the regions/areas of Cheshire and Merseyside;

 how the Cheshire and Merseyside Integrated Care System would 
take decisions and determine proposals on financial and/or serve 
arrangements.

RESOLVED – 

That the update be received and noted.

101 COVID-19 UPDATE 

The committee considered its standing update on the work undertaken by 
the council to respond to, and recover from, the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
update provided information on the vaccination programme, test and trace 
programme, and situation in care homes.

Members asked questions and put comments in relation to;

 how the council had adapted its communications to continue the 
take up of vaccinations in Cheshire East;

 what variants, if any, had been found in Cheshire East to date;
 the work undertaken to support and engage with BAME and other 

underrepresented communities; and
 the availability of the Moderna vaccine.

RESOLVED – 

That the update be received and noted.

102 DEPRIVATION OF LIBERTY SAFEGUARDING 

The committee considered an update on the impact Covid-19 had placed 
on Deprivation of Liberty Safeguarding cases, and the forthcoming change 
to Liberty Protection Safeguarding and what this would change would 
mean in practice for the council and partners.

RESOLVED – 

That the update be received and noted.



103 TRANSITION TO COMMITTEE SYSTEM 

The Scrutiny Officer updated members on how this committee’s remit and 
scrutiny functions would be transferred into the incoming committee 
system. 

The committee discussed its work programme and noted that no 
outstanding items of businesses remained to be transitioned to one of the 
new committees in the committee system.

RESOLVED – 

That the update be noted and received.

104 FORWARD PLAN 

The committee considered the council’s Forward Plan of key decisions.

RESOLVED –

That the Forward Plan be noted.

105 WORK PROGRAMME 

The committee reviewed its work programme and the outstanding 
business scheduled for its final meeting on 6 May 2021. It was noted that 
the annual Quality Accounts from the three Hospital Trusts would not be 
ready for this meeting and, as no other items of business were brought 
forward, the Chairman proposed that the meeting be cancelled due to a 
lack of business on the agenda.

Members also raised concern regarding the lack of updates provided by 
NHS England and Improvement in respect of the review and provision of 
specialist orthodontic and oral surgery services in Cheshire East.

RESOLVED – 

1 That the committee’s meeting on 6 May 2021 be cancelled due to a 
lack of available business.

2 That the Scrutiny Officer contact NHS England and Improvement to 
raise the committee’s concerns regarding specialist orthodontic and 
oral surgery services in Cheshire East.

The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and concluded at 12.57 pm

Councillor L Wardlaw (Chair)




